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Decolonising Family Violence
Legal Intervention Orders in
African-Australian Communities

Dr Akuch Kuol Anyieth is a Postdoctoral Research
Fellow at the Centre for the Study of the Afterlife of
Violence and the Reparative Quest (AVReQ),
Stellenbosch University. Her research focuses on
family and gender-based violence in African
Australian communities, exploring the intersections
between customary and formal legal frameworks,
and advancing decolonial legal interventions in cases
of family violence. Her current project examines
gender-based and inter-communal violence in South
Sudan. Dr Anyieth's scholarship and advocacy have
been recognised through numerous awards,
including the La Trobe University Distinguished
Alumni Award (2024) in Australia and the Victorian
Multicultural Commission Excellence in Justice
Award (2022).
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This book provides an intersectional,
decolonial analysis of family violence
prevention in African-Australian
communities in Victoria. It focuses on
Family Violence Intervention Orders
(FVIOs), examining their effectiveness as
legal safeguards while exploring how
African cultural practices shape
understandings and responses. Drawing
on lived experiences, it shows how
migration, exclusion, and histories of
a conflict intersect with gender to
complicate family violence and access to m
legal protection. Participants’ critiques / A,
highlight the limits of FVIOs and propose
culturally grounded alternatives. By
centring African-Australian voices, the
book highlights the need for responsive,
context-specific approaches to justice,
safety, and repair.
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Respondent:
Prof Anthony Collins

Professor Anthony Collins is an interdisciplinary
social analyst whose work explores violence and
social justice. They were previously Associate
Professor at Rhodes and Professor at DUT, and are
currently based in the Dept La Trobe University,
Australia. They are currently worrying about how
systems of violence are reproduced across history
and society, how certain ideas of violence

can be used to undermine human rights, and about
the kinds of harm that remain hidden and
unrecognised in current discussions.

Wednesday, 25 February 2026
12:30 - 13:45 (SAST)
AVReQ Seminar Room

Click HERE
to register



https://forms.gle/3u1r9LF9HDZGpD6v7

